Res : Jesus, our strength and our peace, hear our prayer!

Facing poverty, women are often the poorest of the poor. Poverty is feminised and many women are victims of taboos.   

We, as Catholic women, must fight poverty by helping women to gain skills which enable them to use their talents; by asking governments to implement good programmes to overcome poverty with the participation of the people concerned being helped to achieve goals which lead to equality, to alleviating the poverty of children, and to the improvement of maternal health.

Lord Jesus, give your spirit to all men, women and the youth of today – keep alight in them the fire of your compassion for all the people of the world. 
Res: Jesus, our strength and our peace, hear our prayer!

PRAYER

Res: Lead us in the way of peace
Lord Jesus, you gave us your spirit. Make us work in this world for justice and peace. God of patience and consolation, make us attentive to the needs of others. Help  us to love our neighbours.  
Res: Lead us in the way of peace
Do not leave us to our own judgement; make us responsive to the spirit which comes from you. You who know what is in our hearts, breathe the spirit of the beatitudes into us; and help us to pull down the walls which separate us from one another and to build a city where we can be all one.  
Res: Lead us in the way of peace
For the women of all cultures and all countries. Give them, Lord, the strength to carry out their responsibilities in their families through the education of their children. May all women teach their children the integral human and gospel values.  
Res: Lead us in the way of peace
For our children who are growing up in a world full of contrasts. Give them, Lord, your spirit, to enable them to reject what is evil and choose what is good. May they find in their mothers and their families the values that will make of them true witnesses of Christ.

Res: Lead us in the way of peace
 

Lord - give us the strength to overcome  evil.   Hear the cries of all who suffer and reveal again the infinite power of your merciful love so that consciences may be transformed.
 

Res: Lead us in the way of peace
 

Mary, you who were present at the marriage feast of Cana, be with us today. Intercede for us to your Son so that we may share in the joy of the new wine, the wine of a new humanity restored to love, peace, and true sharing amongst the brothers and sisters of every continent and country.
 

Glory be to God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and forever Amen.
Text available from www.wucwo.org in English, French, and Spanish
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Introduction : Prayer to the Holy Spirit

Lord, send your Spirit to light us on our path. Sometimes the work of the Spirit may seem slow, however the Spirit is persistent, faithful, and loving. He protects us from evil, and remains patient with us in our daily lives and helps us to overcome our doubts, He teaches us to adhere to the Gospel of Truth.  Let us pray that God will spread his Spirit of light, of peace and love all over the world.  

Ps 34 (33) 5-11

I seek Yahweh, and he answers me

And frees me from all my fears.

Every face turned to him grows brighter

And is never ashamed.

A cry goes up from the poor man, 

and Yahweh hears,

And helps him in all his troubles.

The angel of Yahweh pitches camp

Round those who fear him; 

and he keeps them safe.

How good Yahweh is – only taste and see!

Happy the man who takes shelter in him.

Fear Yahweh, you are his only ones:

Those who fear him want for nothing.

The young lion may go empty and hungry,

But those who seek Yahweh lack nothing good.
Antiphon : 
I seek Yahweh and he answers me ,

And frees me from all my fears.

Help us to want peace with all people, and the holiness without which no one can ever see the Lord. (Hebr. 12 :14)

Peace in our world needs to be built, protected, and nurtured by the teaching of human rights for the whole human community. 
To participate in the building of peace around the world, we, Catholic women, must gather in prayer, before God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit to ask for true peace. 
Oh Lord, through your gift of the Holy Spirit, you promise deliverance, so let humanity pass from hatred to love, from war to peace, and from suffering to joy. 
Res : Jesus, our strength and our peace, hear our prayer!

« If you want peace, go and meet poor » declared Pope John-Paul II in 2003 for the World Day for Prayer for Peace. What is at stake is vital for the future of humanity.…

The view of the poor becomes unbearable. To think of it, our consciousness is overwhelmed while the cry of the poor becomes even more violent. This challenges us as Catholic women to whom the Lord has entrusted the care of humanity.  
Lord Jesus, listen today to the loud cries of the suffering of our brothers and sisters: those who struggle just to survive each day, wearing only beggars rags, who receive only the leftovers in our economic system, who are more and more marginalised… Those who are living in the hell of civil war and those who are deprived of the enjoyment of a peaceful city and of a clean environment.

Help us Lord to be “saviours” just as you are, in our communities, in our families, wherever we have responsibilities. 
Res : Jesus, our strength and our peace, hear our prayer!

Lord Jesus, great has been your compassion for the sick. (Mk 2, 3-5), the poor (Mk 6, 30-44) and the Holy City of Jerusalem. (Luke 13, 34). 

We pray specially for those weakened by HIV/AIDS who have lost the strength to get up or do work: teach us to recognise the dignity of every human person.
The AIDS pandemic has spread disproportionately among women with many serious consequences: pre orphans and orphans who have no hope or security left, for whom love has no meaning anymore and who live in fear and anguish.

The Holy Gospel of Luke 10, 25-37 teaches us the lesson of the Good Samaritan “Every human being is our neighbour…” The sick are our brothers and sisters deserve our attention, our consideration and constant unconditional support. Exclusion and lack of assistance to our neighbours contradicts Christian ethics. 
In their marriages some women suffer from the infidelity of their spouses and other sexual malpractices.. The Church calls on women to work for family unity and domestic stability. 
O Christ, you chose women to announce your resurrection to the apostles, help us to receive their testimony so that we may become women peacemakers. 

Res: Jesus, our strength and our peace, hear our prayer!

Lack of education is a great problem. After conception and birth, responsibilities follow. The first one of giving birth is followed by the two fundamental duties of feeding the body and nourishing the mind. Education is a right for all, and is also a means for development and eradication of poverty. 

We know that education empowers women, allowing them to know their rights and duties, and it gives them the ability to contribute to development. 
The Family and the school are the most appropriate places to teach children integral human values. Let us not forget those who cannot get an education and all the street children who roam our roads and cities searching for the promised land.

We women need to be aware of our responsibilities, by being cautious and watchful over harmful trends in to today’s culture. 
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